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Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori stunned the country when he announced on television Sept. 16
that new presidential elections would be held and he "would not be a candidate." The president also
said he was dismantling the intelligence service (Servicio Nacional de Inteligencia, SIN). Fujimori's
decision followed release of a video on Sept. 14 showing de facto SIN chief Vladimiro Montesinos
apparently paying a congressional deputy to change parties. In the video, Montesinos is shown
giving legislator Alberto Kouri US$15,000, supposedly in return for Kouri's switching from an
opposition party to the governing party.
Fujimori lost his majority control of Congress in the April elections but regained it before his July 28
inauguration amid allegations that Montesinos and SIN agents bribed and blackmailed opposition
lawmakers to defect to Fujimori (see NotiSur, 2000-08-04).
Deputy Fernando Olivera, leader of the opposition Frente Independiente Moralizador (FIM), who
distributed the tape, said on Sept. 19 that Montesinos had sent him a message after the video was
aired, threatening a "bloody military coup" if any more tapes were released.
Olivera said an unidentified messenger told him the first victims would be FIM leaders and their
families. Olivera has said he has other tapes, but has not said if he would make them available.

Euphoria turns to uneasiness
Following the president's address, thousands of Peruvians filled the streets in celebration. But their
euphoria has been replaced by growing apprehension that the situation is likely to get worse before
it gets better. Despite his pledge to call elections "as soon as possible," Fujimori later said he plans
to stay in office until next July, a prospect the opposition finds untenable.
The opposition wants Fujimori out quickly and a caretaker government installed until elections can
be held. On Sept. 19, Fujimori appeared to a crowd of supporters in front of the government palace
and said he was still running the government. "What we have here is total stability, an effective and
efficient government with some difficulties, but we're all still on the job," Fujimori said at a later
news conference.
Adding to uneasiness about what was happening behind the scenes was the military's silence. The
top army posts have been filled with classmates of Montesinos, a former army captain, bypassing
officers not aligned with the security adviser.
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Not until Sept. 21 did the armed forces commanders issue a joint communique supporting the
president's Sept. 19 statements. Rumors that Montesinos had been arrested followed Fujimori's
speech, but were later discounted. Questions remain regarding his whereabouts.
One supposition is that Fujimori is negotiating a deal with Montesinos and factions of the military
loyal to him. "Fujimori is bringing up legislation [for new elections] to divert attention from
Montesinos," said political analyst Santiago Pedraglio. "I see a weak government, a government
that can't control the military and that has to make concessions to Montesinos." Fujimori has issued
nothing in writing regarding dismantling the SIN, nor has he ordered Montesinos' arrest.
On Sept. 19, the president pointedly defended Montesinos and said he still had government
protection "from terrorists." He said Montesinos had a right to due legal process and praised his
role in fighting drug traffickers and leftist guerrillas. "Fujimori has pardoned Montesinos because
he couldn't beat him. He can't get him out," said political analyst Mirko Lauer. "This speech was
Fujimori's defeat."
Lauer also said that Montesinos "is using all his fire power to avoid being dismissed. The question
is whether he is willing to carry this game to an armed confrontation against the government,
including other sectors of the military."
There are indications that the US pressured Fujimori to remove Montesinos after the revelations
about an arms- trafficking ring smuggling weapons to Colombian guerrillas (see other article in this
edition). Montesinos and high- ranking military are allegedly involved in the case. At this point,
the only certainty is that the crisis is far from over. [Sources: The Miami Herald, 09/18/00; Clarin
(Argentina), 09/19/00; Spanish news service EFE, Reuters, 09/20/00; Associated Press, 09/21/00;
Latinamerica Press (Lima), 09/25/00]
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